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INTR ODUCTION

Outer Voices is a multi-media project which
has at its core a six-part series of radio
sound-portraits (also called Outer Voices)
devoted to sharing with American audiences
the inspiring stories of women who work for
peace and sustainable living within the tradi-
tional cultures of the Pacific Islands and Asian
Pacific Rim.

Through listening to Outer Voices broadcasts
and using a range of supplementary
resources on our website (e.g., informational
texts, audio downloads, links

neering new and effective models for grass-
roots, non-violent social change and cultural
preservation.
Many unique approaches to this work are
found among women in the traditional cul-
tures of the Pacific Islands and the Asian
Pacific Rim-cultures in which notions of eco-
nomic and cultural sustainability are inherent.
However, these women are largely unknown
in Western circles, and so are unable to share
their ideas and models for positive change
with like-minded individuals and organizations
around the world.

Therefore, Outer

to project-related nonprofit
organizations, an online bul-
letin board for sharing stories
and resources), radio audi-
ences in the U.S. will discover
new perspectives on women's
lives and struggles in parts of
the world that are under-repre-
sented in the Western media.
Listeners will also come away
from Outer Voices with an

For millennia women have dedicated
themselves almost exclusively to the
task of nurturing... striving for the
conditions of peace that favor life as
a whole... It is time to apply in the
arena of the world the wisdom and
experience thus gained in activities of
peace [within the home and family].
The education and empowerment of
women throughout the world cannot
fail to result in a more caring, toler-
ant, just, and peaceful life for all.

Voices works to bring
radio access to these
women and their com-
munities, with the goal
of fostering a construc-
tive dialogue between
them and listeners in
the United States.

PROJECT GO AL S

understanding of how tradition-
al cultures' approaches to culti-
vating non-violence and sustain-
able living are relevant to life in
a globalizing society.
ORGANIZA TION AL MISSION &
BACK GROUND

Founded in 2003, Outer Voices is a multi-
media organization dedicated to listening to,
learning from, and sharing with others the sel-
dom-heard voices of women from throughout
the Pacific Islands and the Asian Pacific Rim
who work in the service of peace, non-vio-
lence, and the preservation and transmission
of their traditional cultures.

Outer Voices pursues its mission in the knowl-
edge that women who work in their own
regions, on behalf of their own communities,
can effect lasting, non-violent social change.
Now more than ever, women are indeed
speaking out and taking leadership in turning
the tide of violent conflict. And now more
than ever, women around the globe are pio-

-Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (From keynote address -
to NGO Forum on Women, Beijing, 1995)

To produce and
distribute six com-
pelling and inspira-
tional radio sound-portraits of women working
toward peace, non-violence, and the preser-
vation of cultural heritage within the traditional
cultures of the Pacific Islands and the Asian
Pacific Rim.




- To generate accompanying education-
al materials using web technology, visual
exhibition and live discussions to perpetuate
deeper insight and understanding of the poli-
tics, economics and culture of in the Pacific
Islands and Asia.

- In so doing, to expand American audi-
ences' knowledge and understanding of other
cultures and parts of the world, with a particu-
lar emphasis on the important-yet greatly
under-reported-role of women as leaders
within these cultures.

PROJECT DET AIL S

The Making of t he Sound-por tr aits

The Outer Voices project will comprise six dis-
tinct sound-portraits, each focusing on women
in a different community in the Pacific Islands
and the Asian Pacific Rim: Hawai'i,
Burma/Thailand, Cambodia, the Solomon
Islands, Bougainville, and
Vietham. Within each
community, our project
team is under the guidance
of a host Project Advisor,
who provides our team
members with up-to-date
background information
and contacts, and also
guides the overall content k
of the program.

All programs are being
undertaken at the express
invitation of the host com-
munities, who want to bring
global attention to their
lives and work. To locate
and make initial contact
with such communities that might desire and
benefit from our assistance, Outer Voices
enlists the guidance of nonprofit organizations
with a strong working knowledge of the
Pacific Islands and the Asian Pacific Rim. In
our early conversations with potential host
communities, they convey to us the specific
challenges they face (e.g., political repres-
sion, disruption of traditional cultural and eco-

nomic systems). In turn, we share with them
the kinds of support we can offer, such as
radio exposure and an exchange of ideas and
other resources with a broad American audi-
ence.
Once a host community has embarked on a
working relationship with Outer Voices, they
themselves guide the content of our radio
sound-portrait, selecting the issues that are
most important to share with Western audi-
ences via the media. Over time, as our work-
ing relationship deepens, they share with us
additional ways in which media attention
and/or electronic recording technology could
benefit the community-sometimes in the form
of a follow-up project (see example from
Hawai'i, below). And after our stay in the
region, our former hosts stay in touch with us,
providing updates on their own situation and
providing valuable advice as we contact and
interact with new host communities.
Therefore, to reiterate one of Outer Voices'
basic tenets, the content of each
' program and the very nature of
our interactions with the host
communities are shaped and
supervised by Project Advisors
from within the host communities.
This system enables Outer
. Voices to achieve editorial bal-
ance and objectivity, with the
. Continental U.S.-based Project
i Team-assembled based on pro-
fessional experience and commit-
ment-complemented by the
Pacific Island- and Asian Pacific
Rim-based Project Advisors, who
are expert in the affairs of their
own cultures and in the issues
facing the region.

Pr og r am Locations & T opics

To date, we have completed production work
for the following four locations for the full-
length (hour-long) and short-form (7 to 10-
minute) Outer Voices segments to be created
from our source tapes, as well as production
and post-production for the final two sound



Zipporah Sein, head of the KWO, and mem-
bers of the Security Committee. (Note:
Although our final hour-long sound-portrait of
the Karen women is still in post-production,
we have posted numerous updates on the
Karen situation on
AlternNet.org, and
are currently

portraits. In the bullet list below, dates of pro-
duction completion and estimated post-pro-
duction completion are shown in brackets fol-
lowing each entry.

Hawar'i:
We profiled the work of Hawai'ian elder

Roselle Keliihonipua Bailey, as she trained gy el S you [Serssn

| said, “No, I'm Karen.”

student§ '|n They didn’t know about us!
the tradl_tlon— So we want people to know
al teachings about our struggles. To know
of Hula-a something about us.
system that Lydia, KWO member
integrates
dance, med-
icine, spiri- preparing
an update
Your presence here is part of realizing the on th?
dream that all of those chants and dances are KWOS
transposable to other situations. activities to
Keahi, Halau member augment
our sound-
portrait.)
tuality, and the arts. At Roselle's request, [spring 2006
Outer Voices returned to Hawai'i to assist completion]

Roselle in founding an audio archive of her
school's teachings. Outer Voices contributed
hands-on instruction and technical support
and donated the audio equipment needed to
launch and maintain their archive. Following
Outer Voices' visits to Hawal'i, Roselle and
her colleagues even recorded additional audio
clips of their songs and chants, which have
been incorporated into our hour-long sound-
portrait, "The Hula Lesson." We look forward,
through additional collaborations of this
nature, to helping women in our various desti-
nations acquire the tools and skills to one day
create their own radio programming.) [com-
pleted August 2005]

Burma/Thailand (Karen Refugees):

In Thailand, we covered the courageous work
of the Karen Women's Organization (KWO), a
group that, despite being exiled from their
Burmese homeland to Thai refugee camps,
are creating a powerful grassroots infrastruc-
ture for the eventual return to their country.
Our Project Advisors for this location were

Cambodia:

One of the most tragic and unresolved lega-
cies of war, Asia’'s sex industry has proliferat-
ed exponentially in Asia, particularly in areas
where large numbers of women and children
have been displaced. In January of this year
Outer Voices traveled to Cambodia and pro-
filed the work of Project Advisor Oung
Chanthol, the director of the Cambodian
Women's Crisis Center. [December 2005
completion]



Solomon Islands:

Solomon Islands: World War Il saw the
destruction of the islanders’ traditional trade
routes - a profound, sustainable system of
inter-island trade, intermarriage and interde-
pendence - and the rise of geographic isola-
tion, lack of political recognition, and complete
dependence on corporate food manufacturers
and distributors.

Project Advisor Joanne Sale and her 105-
year-old mother, Joslyn, are two of the last liv-
ing inheritors of the navigation tradition.

Vaka Taumako is a Solomon Islands-based
organization dedicated to reviving traditional
canoe building and navigation systems.

At their request we travelled to their islands to
meet the people of Taumako and the Reef
Islands, in particular Joanne and Joslyn, who
are dedicated to restoring their traditional voy-
aging culture in the face of ever increasing
pressure of

modernization.

[Spring 2006 completion]

Locations and topics for the remaining two
topics are as follows:

Vietnam:

The Outer Voices team will travel to Cuc
Phuong National Park, where environmental-
ist and educator Vu Thi Quyen is leading pio-
neering work in environmental education at
the community level. In the face of wide-
spread deforestation and endangered-wildlife
poaching in Vietnam, exacerbated by the

Vietnamese government's rampant nepotism
and corruption, Ms. Quyen has established
some 45 Conservation Clubs in schools in the
vicinity of the Cuc Phuong National Park,
along with adult conservation-education proj-
ects in the 16 communes bordering the park.
On the national level, she has founded the
country's first NGO devoted to nature conser-
vation, Education for Nature-Vietnam (ENV).
[summer 2006 completion]

Bougainville:

Bougainville is a nation in the process of
reconstruction. This crucial part of the process
of conflict resolution is generally overlooked
by the media whose coverage ends after a
conflict is resolved, and the shift of interna-
tional attention has often caused conflict to
recur. The women of Bougainville arise out of
a matrilineal tradition, and their role in the
actual process of peace negotiations is
unique the world over. During the peace
negotiations women insisted on talking across
the divide, and exerted tremendous pressure
on the negotiations by constant demands that
the conflict be resolved on each other's
behalf. Bhagwan-Rolls - a sister radio docu-
mentarian and founder of the Fijian NGO
femLINKpacific - will coproduce this piece.
[Fall 2006 completion]

Br oadcas t& A udience Outr eac h
Creative PR, based in Los Angeles, has
spearheaded our campaign to secure broad-
cast opportunities for Outer Voices, as individ-
ual one hour and 7 to 10-minute programs, and
as the full series of six one-hour programs.

We have successfully placed our first piece,
Hula Lesson, on over 150 stations in the U.S.,
Canada, and in Asia.

Currently, we are also working with Jean
Feraca, host of Wisconsin Public Radio's
Here on Earth series, to create a format for
the broadcast of Outer Voices programs on
her live call-in show. Our first program with
Here On Earth was aired October 29, 2005,
and featured selected cuts from the original
piece, as well as live discussions with Hula
instructor Roselle Keli'ihonipua Bailey and



Project Advisor Kimo Campbell.

The opportunity to share our programming
with the listeners of this popular and highly
regarded radio series devoted to
“galvaniz[ing] our international world commu-
nity" is a very exciting one for Outer Voices,
and we look forward to more collaborations
with Here On Earth.

Beyond our radio broadcasts and Creative
PR-driven campaigns, the central component
of our strategy to develop both professional
and audience interest in the Outer Voices
project is the creation of a resource-rich web-
site. For radio station program directors, for
example, we will develop an online electronic
information kit. This kit will contain summary
information designed to quickly familiarize
radio station program directors and members
of the press with both the Outer Voices con-
cept and the range of programming and serv-
ices we can offer. The kit will also feature
streaming and downloadable audio excerpts,
project-related jpegs, sample print interviews
with members of the Outer Voices Project
Advisors, and other materials designed to
facilitate both the programming and publiciz-
ing of the Outer Voices series.

In addition, each radio sound-portrait will
direct listeners to our website to become
informed and involved in the issues covered
by Outer Voices. Resources on the site will
include background essays on the women
and communities profiled in the series; audio
streams and downloads (including additional
segments not included in the broadcast pro-
grams); links to relevant organizations; and an
online bulletin board where listeners can con-
tribute feedback and share reflections on
Outer Voices. This proposed website is our
core educational platform. (Note: The site cur-
rently posted at outervoices.org is not the full-
service site.)

In response to requests from listeners we
have additionally created a limited number of
live presentations and discussions with guest
speakers in the San Francisco bay area.

We are currently developing plans to extend
these to New York City. Our long term goal is
to tie these presentations to a standing exhibi-

tion that will include visual, written and audio
material from our work.

Evaluativ e Measur es

Outer Voices will use the following measures
to evaluate our project's progress and out-
comes:

- Written feedback from radio industry
professionals (e.g., program directors contact-
ed by Creative PR) in response to rough edits
of Outer Voices programs

- Assessment of number and locations
of radio stations broadcasting Outer Voices in
whole or in part, coupled with analysis of sta-
tions' own demographic data on their listener-
ship (with special focuses on Asian American,
Pacific Islander and Native American listenership)
- Written feedback from listeners and
station/network personnel submitted via
e-mail or our website

- Monitoring of the Outer Voices web-
site's cumulative site visits, individual page
views, bulletin board traffic, etc.

- Formal series post-mortem meeting, to
be attended by Project Team, Creative PR
representative, Project Advisors (if possible-
telephone or e-mail input will be sought as an
alternative), and other stakeholders.



THE PR OJECT TEAM

Stephanie Guyer-S tevens (Executive Producer, Project Director): The leader of our Project
Team, Ms. Guyer-Stevens is a professional writer, editor, and nonprofit administrator, and the
founder of Women's Health Education Project. Her credits include writing and guest-editing for
magazines such as Whole Earth and Village Voice, along with developmental book editing of titles
like | Opened the Gate Laughing (Chronicle Books, 2002) by painter and peace activist Mayumi
Oda. Ms. Guyer-Stevens serves on the International Advisory Board of the Pacific Village
Institute.

Robin Wise (Audio Engineer): Ms. Wise was Audio Engineer for the multi-award-winning docu-
mentary series SoundPrint from 1992-97. She received a Peabody award as the Technical and
Music Director and Mix Engineer of the series The DNA Files, and has engineered other programs
that have received the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, Women in Communications Award,
and The Clarion Award. Ms. Wise teaches digital audio technology at U.C. Berkeley's Graduate
School of Journalism.

Barrett Golding (Editor, Cambodia, Karen refugees): An independent audio producer since 1983.,
Mr. Golding's works have been broadcast on NPR All Things Considered, Day to Day, Morning
Edition and Living on Earth, Lost & Found Sound, CBS Radio's The Osgood Files, The DNA Files,
Marketplace, New American Radio, and This American Life. He has been awarded the Scripps
Howard Award for Journalism Excellence, Jack R. Howard Award, American Bar Association Gavel
Awards, Certificate of Merit, Golden Reel, and Montana Broadcasters Association Program of the
Year Award. Mr. Golding is currently the Executive Producer of (((HearingVoices))).

Claire Schoen (Scriptwriter, Hula Lesson; Producer, Vietham): Ms. Schoen has produced and
directed radio and film documentaries and short works for over twenty five years. Ms. Schoen has
worked with individuals ranging from undocumented Salvadoran immigrants (Voices in Exile), to
Russians living in Soviet-era Moscow (Distant Neighbors), to Blacks and Jews in the Civil Rights
movement (Can You Hear Me?). Her project, Heart-to-Heart; Caring for the Dying, won both the
Gracie and Clarion awards for Best Documentary Series.

Catherine S tifter (Editor, Hula Lesson): Ms. Stifter is a Peabody award-winning editor and independ-
ent training and production consultant for community and public radio stations. Her recent editorial
work includes The DNA Files, distributed by NPR. From 1990-1997 she was producer-trainer for
NPR's Diversity Initiative and On-Site Training Programs.

Carlos Tejada (Webmaster, Sound Recordist, Solomon Islands): Mr. Tejada is an architect, a web
designer, and a former founding partner of the design firm dotsperinch (www.dotsperinch.com).

His work includes the 2003 Peabody Award-winning Sonic Memorial site (www.sonicmemorial.org),
a tribute in sound to the World Trade Center. In recent months, Mr. Tejada has left dotsperinch in
order to participate in Outer Voices and pursue other independent projects.

Emily Polk (Reporter & Field Sound Producer, Karen Refugees): Ms. Polk was for three years the
Associate Editor of Whole Earth magazine. Her articles have appeared in The Boston Globe, Utne
Reader, National Geographic Traveller, India Express and The Central America Weekly. After com-
pleting a Master's Degree in Human Rights Studies and Communication at Columbia University,
she was selected as a Third Millennium Fellow.

Catherine Hoang (Production Intern, Karen Refugees, Vietnam): Ms. Hoang is a graduate of Rice
University with a degree in Chemical Engineering, who for the past two years has reported and pro-
duced for her local station, KTRU, in Houston,Texas. She joined Outer Voices in a self-directed
internship for 2005/2006 during which she will spend a year in the Thai/Burma border area, working
with the Karen refugees, as well as in her parent's homeland of Vietnam.

Karoline Kemp (Production Assistant, Cambodia): Ms. Kemp recently graduated from U. of Calgary
with degrees in Religious Studies, International Development and Women's Studies. She joined Outer
Voices as the Production Assistant on site in Cambodia. Ms. Kemp is now in Cape Town, South Africa,
where she is working for Fahamu, a social justice organization. She continues to publish articles about
her experiences in Cambodia for Outer Voices.



AD VISOR Y COMMITTEE

Roselle Bailey, Ka Imi Na’Auao Hawaiian elder
and hula teacher

Kimo Campbell, Hawaiian scholar

Susan Davis, Senior Producer, The State of
Things,North Carolina Public Radio WUNC
Wade Davis, Ph.D., writer and National
Geographic Explorer

Anne Frahn, Program Officer, Asia and Oceania,
Global Fund for Women

Mimi George, Ph.D. Head Researcher, Vaka
Taumako Project

Stephen McNeil, Director, American Friends
Service Committee, Golden Gate Chapter
Felicity McNichol, M.D., Internal Medicine
Mayumi Oda, artist and activist

Supawadee Petrat, Indochina Area Coordinator,
1000 Women for Peace Initiative

Joanne Sale, Navigator, Vaka Taumako Project
The Security Committee of The Karen Women's
Organization

Zipporah Sein, Chairwoman, Karen Women's
Organization

Carolyn Stephenson, Ph.D, Professor, Political
Science, University of Hawaii, Manoa

Dorie Wilsnack, Women's Working Group of War
Resisters International.

Wit h Suppor tF rom:

Ford Foundation

Open Society Institute

American Friends Service Committee
Lucius and Eva Eastman Foundation
Pohaku Fund

and alsot hese g ener ous individuals:

David Bryant, Matthew Campbell, Marcelle
Dominguez and Robert Butler, Amanda and Jonas
Edvardsson, Mark Feickert, Anita Fenichel and
John Wingard, Allissa and Neal Keny-Guyer,
Leigh and Luisa Guyer, Shelly Guyer, Tom
Huntington, The Linde Hays Family, Jodie Hymes,
The Quantz McNichol Family, Doris Rossman,
Michael Royce, Kyle Rudderow, Constance San
Juan, Margaret Schink, Patrice Silverstein, Laurel
Singer, Alex Stevens, Alta Mae Stevens, Phil
Stevens, Jan Tensen, Richard Walton, Rosie Warda.

Thank s toourcor por at esponsor s:

Thai Airways
Air Pacific
Hawaii Forest and Trail



